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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/615,796 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3694 

1 . The reply filed on 4/1 6/2007 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following onnission(s) or matter(s): 

a. The substitute specification filed 4/16/2007 has not been entered because 
it does not conform to 37 CFR 1.125(b) and (c) because: the newly submitted 
specifications do not have indicia labeling them as either the "marked-up" or 
"replacement" specification. Applicant is requested to review the attached 
memorandum dated July 25, 2003 and resubmit said specifications with the 
appropriate indication as to which specification is the substitute specification. 

2. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide,. 
applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6876. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Art Unit: 3694 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance frorri a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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SUBJECT: Revised Amendment Practice Final Rule BflFective July 30, 2003 

All ftiiiHulmgnts filed on or after llie effective date noted above most conply wi& revised 37 CFR 1. 121. 
See Final Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application 
Records (68 ^ed. Reg. 3861 1 (Jane 30, 2003)), posted on the Ofi&ce*s website at 
httpy/wwy.psirto.gov/wchfaat^^ wifli rdated mfanmrimL The MntmAmmf prar^ri> 9M 

fordi hi revised 37 CFR 1.121, and described below, replaces die vohmtaiy revised nmtmAfntmi fcaaot 
available to appUcanls since Fduoaiy 2003. The OfiBce will notify qiplicants of pietinxinaKy and non- 
final amendments that are not accq;)ted because tiliey do not cozx;) 

Notice of Ncm-CompKant Amendment See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. 1, FA. 2003). After-final flTT><n>#w^ f; 
win be treated by cxaminen in advisoiy actions. Tlienon-conipliant sectian(s) of die amendmoit will 
have to be corrected and the entire coETected 8ectios(s) rcsn^^ 

The revised amendment practice is essentially die same as die amendment practice that the Office set 
fcrdi mAMENDhmmiNA SEF2SED FORMAT NOJFPERAOTTED, 1267 Offi Gaz. Pat. Offke 106 
(Fcbniaiy 25, 2003) with some excqitions summarized here. The revised amendment practice; as 
distinguished fiom the vohmtary revised amcmfancnt fomoat, now: (1) requires the use of seven dalm 

ataina identifierH (fhrmgrly elgygn) 4iirJnrfffi^ new idgnrifierft ^Y^^^^ly p'y^rflTtffd" and *W CTtmd,^ Q) 
reqniresdie inchisionof text for **withdrawn^ daima and tha atchitrimi of tort fi^*Vryf f n t CT fd^ A^m^ ^ 
the complete hsttng of all claims, (3) mnnriafffl use of undoiining and strikethrough for indicating 
changes to die ^edfication and/or daims, (4) permits use of double brackets for die deletion of five or. 
fewer characters or difficult to perceive tcast, and (5) provides for q>pHcast's submission o^ or ezazntner^s 
reqahrement far, ammfnted drawing sheets in addition to die required replacement drawing sheets. 

Amendments filed prior to July 1% 2003 in compliance with the previous vision of 37 CFR 1.121 or die 
rcvis ed vemoo promnlgat^ hi die Notice of Final Rule Making 6% Fed. Re 38611 (June 3 0, 2003) will 
be acciyted New infor mational Avcts are bcmg inserted with each gat-gmng Offif^ Xr^rm jrvnit^ ^fn^ ^g 
die period of June 2003 to August 2003. The flyer mstructsq)phcants in die procedures to be used to 

COmpfy with the revised practice for flmeaidmentg to flia rTamri^ ffpy^fifflf^ffig^ and drawing. A COpy Of 

the flyar is included tierewitb for yonrlnfornxUioa 

Further Assistance: Any questions reganlmg the submission of amendments pursuant to die revised 
practice should be directed to Office of Pateajt Legal Administration (OPLA) Legal Advisors, Elizabedi 
Dougherty fBKg«bpf\nffliy^l^pi^;f%^f;|% ^\ Qoia Jones ffiugemaJones(ghispto.govS or Joe Narcavage 
(Josep^^^^pqir^ge@u^fagq3^. Alternately, yon mav send o^naail to pateatmacticc<ghispto.fnv^ the OPLA ' 
e-mail address that has been established for receiving qoeries and questions about patent pracdce and 
procedures or tel^hone OPLA at 703305.1616. . 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CER 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY ■ Effective Date: JiJy 30> 2003 



AD amtnrfifirpls filed on or after the efifective dais noted above mast comply wifh revised 37 C3PR 1.12L See Pinal 
Rule: Changes To Inclement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg. 
3861 1 (hme 30, 2003), posted on the Officers website at httDr/Avww.ufipto.rov/w^ 

with related information. The amgndmCTt practice set fortt In revised 37 CPR 1. 121, and described bebw, replaces 
die voluniaiy revise d angndme nt format gvailabk to q)pKcantssa^ "SOTE,*, STRICT 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CPR 1J21 IS REQUIRED AS OP THE EFPECTIVB DATE (July 
30, 2003> The Office win notify q)plican!s of amcttdmeais that are not aocq^ 

revised 37 CPR 1.121 via a Notice of Noi^Convliant Amfindment See MPEP 714,03 (Rev. 1, Peb. 2003), The non- 
onqpliant section(s) will have to be corrected and die entire corrected 8ectian(8) resnbmitted widm a set period. 

fiqtd underlie ftaUt fdm has been used below to hlMlo ht the malor dUTerattes betwem the revised 37 CFIt 

XJ21and the voluntary revised amen dmenS format thai aDpUetutts eoidd use since February. 2601. 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedingfl, gtcapt for Antxnin ^ ^ hfto ^^^^g H 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTirR 

L Begin each section of an amendment document on a groarate she^* 

Each section of an a rnendmnit document (e.^.. Specification AnMndmcnts, Claim Amendments, Drawing 
AmCTdments , and Rcnario)rnnst begin on a separate sheet Starting each s^arate section on a new page will 
. feciUtate flic process of sq>aratety indexing and scannmg ea^ 
miagefilewn^per. 

n. Two v ersions of amended Dartfs> no longer reanlrgd: 

37 CPR 1.121 has been revised to no longor require two versions (a dean version and a marked im version) of 
each rqilacement paragraph or section^ or amended claim. Note^ however, the reqolrements for a dean 
version and a marked jsp version for snbstituta gperffi«itti^|ftj| muter 37 CFR 1,12S have been retained. 

AS Amendmg irt^ ft rtatmo 

Badi amendment document ftat indudes. a d^e to an existing clainv cancellation of a daim cr stibnrission of a new 
dainy must Indude a conq)IetB UstlnE of aP daims in (he appiicaHrm. Aft^r « A y ft^e listing. Ihc 

status must be indicated in a pareaflietical expression, and the text of eadi pending elflim (with marirmpQ ^ 
mml dianges) most be presented The claims in flic Bstmy will replace all prior dam« m Tyli f^ ti m 

(1) The current status of an of flie clairis m flie q)plicatiorv inch^ 
wiflidrawn daims, most be given in a parenthetical ejqiressi^ 

ftcfollowing seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (cancelec^ (withdrawn), (new), 
fyr^U9ti presented^ and fnot amer^ The text of aH ntaidiiiff daimfl^ induOnif withdnmrn ^gfp^g, trmct 
besiAmittedttditirm anyclai^ Canceled gaijact^^clainBnBist be indicated by onl^ 

me clam mimbcr and status, wiflumt pigsentnig Ae tBt» ^^f Ac rfattwi 

(2) Tte tart of an daims being cfflTOttypri^ 
fhcchangesfliathavcbeennaadtrdativetofiieinEnediatcpriQrvemm Xlic changes in any amended daim 
nmstbcshownbyimdcrlining (fear added inatter) or strik^^ m 
for ^on ^ fjyp characters or fewer, double bradcats mav u s ed fe.^.. Han^^rmz andm If 
m^hrou^h cannot bo easHv perceived re.o,. d e letion of the number "d'^or certain oumAiaAon moTlu,\ 
dome brackets must bo used feft , /A///^ As an ahemattve to using double brackets, however, aarq 
portions of text mav be included hef^^s, and afier text be int, deleted. aB in strikethrouoK Mo^qpA 
inclu^ff and underlinino the extra text with the desired chan^^ feg., n umbop 4 o b number 14 as) . An 
aocox^jing dean vasion is not required and shouU not be pre^ Only daims offlie status •'currently 
amended, and ^'wiflidrawn^fliat are being amaided, may indude imrkn^ 

(3) The text of pending claims m b #ng CffiTCTflv amende indudinp wthdrawn ^nim^ t^^*.a 
thedbmilistmgmcleanversioiv/.e;,wifluH^ 

oOTshtote aasertm fliat it has not bcm 

im.kiiig3 fliat may have b een pres ent in flic immediate prior Toaion of die daisB. 
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(4) A claimbdng cascded xnust be Ibted in the 

daim must not be presented. ftoWdtoganinstractioBitocancdisoptiQnaL 

(5) Any daims added by amendment nmst b e presented in the claim listing with the status j^wtrifi^ *'(newy tiie 
text of die daim must fifit be underlined 

ffl AD of the daima in the claim listing mnst h t presented tn agnptMlmg timwfiriwil Cousecuti ve cancde^ 

or not entered claiins may be aggregated into one statemeiU(e.g;,CI^^ 1 « 5 (canoded)). 

Example of listing of dalms fuse of the word "daim^ before the daim number is ontionant 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previoiisly pTC8cntc<Q: A bitckd with a handle. 

Claim 7 (wiOdrawio): Ahandle conoprising an dongated wir& 

Claims (withdrawn); The handle of daim? farflicr comprising a plast^fi grip. 

Clafan9 famenily amended); Abnchet with a gfeeabhie handle. 

Claim 10 (oiigiDal); The bucket of claim 9 nrfierein tibe handle is made of wood 

Claxmn(cancded) 

CIaiml2 (not entered) 

Claxm 13 (new); Abucket with plastic sides andbottooL 
BIAmendmentatothemedflcatiom 

Amendments to the spedficatin^ indnding the abstrad; must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or 
scctian or abstract marked up to Aqw changea made rftfaritre tn tfh»t hrrm^tt^x^ pyj/Yy yfrriffiL An accoo^anying dean 
versian is not lequiicd and should iu>t be presented Newly added paragrB|)hs or sections, incfaiding anew abstract 
(ipstead of a rq>laca^nt abstract), must not be underlined A Tq)lacenttnt or new abstract must be submitted on a 
separate sheet, 37 CPR 1.72. If a substitute spedficatifln is being snhnritted to incmpgrate forfgngrvt^ twwi»nf W n<< ^^ 
both a dean versian (whidii^riU be entered) and a madcedty yer» 

The changes in any Tq) laccment paragrqih or sectian, arsabstxtnte spedficaticnnnistbeshownbyandaiining(far 
added maner) <g strikethrongjli (for ddeted matter) with 2 cicqptiQns: Yll far ifetotoyi ofibfe charaetm or fewer. 

f^mk^ Pm be WSerf feg» freroorllhmdm ifstrfkethrourh cmuua hB easih vercehed fe.P.. deiethtn of 
She number ''4*' cr eerte^ punctuaaim marksL iL>uhIe hraekeia must he used g., rr 41jy ^ y ^ nh ^gtive to 
U9\nn daubh tnye^ however, extra portions of text mav be intruded bef ore md oHer tag ^ffftf y ff^/^^if, mi 
^tra^p^fgh, foUowei ^indndfwmd underlininsthe extra text wth the desired ehnm^e (e.g., mtmba-4^ 

Q Aroendmttits to drawing flgurwr 

Drawing changes most be made by presenting replacement figures wfaidi incorporate the desired changes and ^dx 
oooqpfy with 37 CPR 1.84. An cacnlanatiom of tte changes made must be presented either in dmwTt^ ""^^ ntfn fff , 
or rcmaifa, section of the amendment and may be atcojtwanled bv a marked^ eoov of one or more of the Hmres 
bebfx metuled,i^ Any replacemait drawing died must 3^1^ 

Replacemeni Sheet" and mdnde all of Ae figwM gpp«trff^ on fhn 4tTmtf>^»#>p^i^ yfmm ftf thf ahcct^'cTcn 
ftou^ only one figure may be amended Any marked-uo rannotated) coov showtni^ ehan&es must be labeled 
*'AnnotatedMarked4io Drawinpa'' and aecompon v the replacement sheet in the amendment (e.P.. as an appendix}. 
The figure cff figure naanabcr of the arnrindrd drawing(s)mustnotbelabdeda3*toaided'* If die changes to tiie 
drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the cxammer, qipUcant wiD be notified of any required oontctxve action in the 
next 0£Ece action Wo fiatter drawing sobnajsaion win be reguirfli^ unleaq app^Ht^f «^fif4 

Qnestjons regarding flic subnassion of amendments pursuant to flie revised practiise set fmA in jMf^ fiy^ i^ m U br 
d&Pccted to: Blizabeth Dougherty or Gena Jones, Legal Advisors^ or Joe Narcavage, S enior Special Prqccts Examiner. 
Office of Patoit Legal Administratioqp by c-mail Co DatentpTacriceghigptn.ffffY or by phone at (703) 3QS-161d 
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